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By Mary Shaffer this sense of frustration that often occurs during the holiday

season. We try to do everything perfectly, the house must look
just right, the food must please everyone and then there is the
hunt for that special gift. Itis no wonder that so many people

In December there are many greetings | yHO D VHQVH GHSUHVVLRQ DQG OHWYV

Welcome friends and visitors

that we give to others such as Merry iy this very busy and hectic time of year | wish you all some
Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, the politi- - 4jiet time for yourself. Time to reflect and renew. Breathe in
cally correct Happy Holidays, or per- the fresh crisp air, and smell again the familiar aromas of your

- _ haps Happy Kwanzaa. Itis sometimes  cijghood kitchen as mother baked. Play a round of golf with
difficult to deglde Whgt greetlng to go with .for fear of offending your friends or get a group together for a hayride through Win-
someone. Itis also difficult to even know if someone cele-  terhaven. May all of you feel the warmth of love given freely
brates a specific religious holiday, as many people relinquish by family and friends alike. Take time, and enjoy.
the religion they were raised in for one that speaks to their

heart. Possibly the heart is at the center of the question. Dur-
ing holidays regardless of country or religion, traditionally
there is a gathering of those who are like minded. At mostof By Ernie Dole

these gatherings there is reminiscing, food and the warm em-  During this Holiday Season, take a few minutes to Thank all
braces of those we have not seen in awhile. We become familythe hard working members and staff, here at the Lodge. In
As Elks we too are a family, a family of likeminded individuals the busy world we live in, we sometimes fail to think about
who through our charitable work form a bond. What a truly ~ the people who keep the Club portion of our Lodge running.

wonderful transformation to occur in the midst of a society that 1he House Committee is sparing no effort to improve our
more and more worships the idol of me, myself and I. day to day operations. You have seen some changes in staff,
and the addition of a new cook, DJ who is serving knock out

In addition to generous donations and gifts for the less fortunatel unches, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday. There are Lunch

and the giving of our time to those who are alone it is important specials as well on the above mentioned days, in addition to

that we realize our limitations in respect to the concept of time. several other menu items. DJ is also here on Sundays assist-
Time is a fleeting thing. As children time is endless. Thereis LQJ 3HQQ\ ,I \RX KDYHQTW WULHG WKH
always something to do, somewhere to go, someone to meet. Yt there is one coming up on Decemblrafter the Elks

Time is just time to be filled. As young adults time is more of a Memorial Serylce. If you ha_ve any suggestions please see
pressing thing; you still have it, however it seems in short sup- 2\?;;6 dgsr;]r?:jlt;?\fv;garlgaz;ffo?iggIne{(’)r;/?):JSr Zigegggtaigzs

ply when measured against all those things you have to do '

verses what you want to do. The wants always seem to come Give Donna Brunty a call if you are interested in helping put
up short. This time in the cycle of life seems to go very fast as YP decorations. She does a great job decorating for all of our

ZH WU\ WR GR HYHU\WKLQJ WYV LPS gvfg%”wﬁcam'wyi ESesRPS RIS PSCIAUNgG the
to squeeze in as many of the wants as we possibly can. Then olidays.
suddenly we are old or mature as some will say. | reject mature3OHDVH GRQIW IRUJHW WKH %LQJR 9RO
myself. | refuse to completely leave the child with its simple ~ d0OrS open here at Tucson East, which enables us to serve
and pure sense of joy, happiness. So | will never be mature in our children, our community, our Veterans. | wish you all a
. : . very Merry Christmas and a Healthy Happy 2012.
my heart. Of course the grownup in me is quite consumed by
WKH OLVW RI WKLQJV WR GR WRGD\ ,wWqfVv D ORQJ OLVW WKDW QHYHU VHHPV \
get any shorter; rather it is added to constantly leaving a sense
of spinning my wheels in the mud. Things splatter everywhere,
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